
Lysander Town Board regular meeting 

October 26, 2015 

A regular meeting of the Lysander Town Board was held at 7:06 p.m. on October 26, 2015 at 8220 Loop 

Road, Baldwinsville, New York. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: John A. Salisbury, Supervisor 

   Melinda Shimer, Councilor 

   Andrew O. Reeves, Councilor  

   Robert Geraci, Councilor  

   Roman Diamond, Councilor 

     

MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

   

OTHERS ATTENDING: Tony Rivizzigno, Town Attorney; Lisa Dell, Town Clerk; Al Yager, Town 

Engineer; David Rahrle, Town Comptroller; Pac-B and several residents. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 

 

Notice of said Public Hearing was duly published in The Baldwinsville Messenger on October 21, 2015 

with same being posted on the Town Clerk’s sign board at the Town Hall and the Town’s website on 

October 16, 2015 regarding the adoption of a Local Law of the Town of Lysander for the year 2015 to 

hear all those in favor of or against amending the Lysander Town Code, Chapter 55, “Dog Licensing and 

Control Law of the Town of Lysander, New York”.   

 

At 7:06 p.m. Supervisor Salisbury opened the floor for comments. 

 

Jim Stirushnik, Dinglehole Road, expressed his concerns with a few typographical errors in the written law and 

further stated that there should be more definitive wording under section 55-10 as the wording, “unreasonable 

noise” is subjective and suggested the use of a decibel meter be incorporated into the law.  He also suggested 

the term, Clerk, in the law be identified as the Lysander Town Clerk.  Mr. Stirushnik also expressed his concern 

that he did not have the final version of the local law as being presented this evening.   

 

All persons, desiring to be heard, having been heard, the public hearing was closed at 7:10 pm. 

SUPERVISOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Supervisor Salisbury reported that this is the second or third year that some of the students from the 

Baldwinsville Central School District painted the Town Hall’s windows for Halloween and expressed his 

appreciation of their artistic ability. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TOWN BOARD COMMENTS: 

 

None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Supervisor Salisbury announced that the next board meeting will be on Thursday, November 5, 2015 and that 

there will be a public hearing on the Cabbage Patch development on November 16, 2015. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS:  

 

Tree Removal in Jacksonville Cemetery 

Jim Stirushnik, Dinglehole Road, expressed his objection to the Town spending money on private property. 

.................................................................................................................................................................................... 

Dog Control Law 

 

Kevin Rode, Greymoor Way, asked for a brief synopsis of the changes in the law from the current version. 

 

Attorney Rivizzigno explained that the changes were relatively minor, some typographical errors and that the 

only substantive change was that the definition of dog control officer now mirrors the NYS requirement. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORT 

 

Town of Lysander Pavement Maintenance Plan 

Update 
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Al Yager, Town Engineer, conducted a presentation of an update to the Town of Lysander Pavement 

Maintenance Plan.  A copy is on file in the Town Clerk’s Office and the Town Engineer’s Office for public 

review.  

A question and answer period then ensued among the Board and the Engineer pertaining to the presentation.  

OLD BUSINESS:  

None 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

RES. #199/2015   

APPROVAL OF LOCAL LAW NO. 9 OF 2015 

 

Motion by Geraci, second by Shimer: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING THE LYSANDER TOWN CODE, CHAPTER 55, “DOG LICENSING 

AND CONTROL LAW OF THE TOWN OF LYSANDER, NEW YORK” 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Section 55-1   Title 

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Dog Licensing and Control Law of the Town of Lysander, 

New York." 

§ 55-2 Purpose.  

The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the licensing and identification of dogs, the control and protection 

of the dog population and the protection of persons, property, domestic animals and deer from dog attack and 

damage, and to preserve the public health, safety and welfare by enforcing regulations and restrictions on the 

activities of dogs that are consistent with the rights and privileges of citizens of the Town. 

§ 55-3 Authority.  

This chapter is enacted pursuant to the provisions of Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law and the 

Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New York, as amended by Part T of Chapter 59 of the Laws of 2010, 

and as may be subsequently amended and supplemented. 

§ 55-4 Applicability.  

This chapter shall apply to any dogs, whether or not tagged or licensed, harbored in the Town of Lysander.  

§ 55-5 Definitions and word usage.  

All words, terms or phrases used herein shall have the meanings indicated below or as defined in the 

Agriculture and Markets Law. If no specific definition is set forth, all words shall have their usual and 

customary meaning in the English language. Words used in the present tense include the future and the plural 

includes the singular. The word "shall" is intended to be mandatory. 

DOG CONTROL OFFICER - Any individual or incorporated humane society or other municipality appointed 

by the Town Board to enforce the provisions of this chapter. 

CLERK - The Town Clerk, or Deputy Town Clerk, of the Town of Lysander or his or her agent. 

DOG - Any member of the species Canis familiaris.  
HARBOR - To provide food or shelter to any dog. 

IDENTIFICATION TAG - A tag issued by the Lysander Town Clerk that sets forth an identification number, as 

required by the provisions of this chapter. 

IDENTIFIED DOG - A dog carrying an identification tag imprinted with the Town of Lysander. 

OWNER - Any person, alone or jointly, who harbors or keeps any dog. 

PERSON - Any individual or corporation, partnership, company, association, other organized group of persons 

or other legal entity. 

RUN AT LARGE - To be off the premises owned or leased by the owner and not restrained by an adequate 

leash, cord, chain, rope or other restraining device of reasonable length. No dog shall be deemed to be "running 

at large,", unless the dog is: 

A. A guide dog actually leading a visually impaired or other disabled person. 

B. A police dog in use for police work. 

C. Accompanied by its owner or other responsible person and under such person's full and immediate control by 

voice command. 

TOWN - The Town of Lysander, including incorporated areas. 

 

§ 55-6 Dog licensing requirements, procedures and fees.  

 

A. License Requirement - No person shall own or possess a dog within the town unless such dog is duly 

licensed pursuant to this chapter. 

 

B. License Application 

(1) The owner of any dog reaching the age of four months shall immediately make application for a dog 

license. No license shall be required for any dog under the age of four months that is not at large or that is 
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residing in a pound or shelter maintained by or under contract or agreement with the state or any county, 

city, town or village, any duly incorporated society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, duly 

incorporated humane society or duly incorporated dog protective society. 

(2) Application for a dog license shall be made to the Lysander Town Clerk and shall be accompanied by 

the appropriate license fee.  

(3) The application shall state the sex, actual or approximate year of birth, breed, color(s), and municipal 

identification number of the dog, and other identification marks, if any, and the name, address, telephone 

number, county and town of residence of owner, and such other information as deemed necessary by the 

Lysander Town Clerk. 

(4) In the case of a spayed or neutered dog, every application shall be accompanied by a certificate signed 

by a licensed veterinarian showing that the dog has been spayed or neutered, provided that such certificate 

shall not be required if the same is already on file with the Lysander Town Clerk. 

(5) The application shall be accompanied by a statement certified by a licensed veterinarian showing that the 

dog or dogs have been vaccinated to prevent rabies or, in lieu thereof, a statement certified by a licensed 

veterinarian stating that because of age or other reason, the life of the dog or dogs would be endangered by 

the administration of vaccine. The Lysander Town Clerk shall make or cause to be made from such 

statement a record of such information and keep such record, electronically or otherwise, along with a copy 

of the license. 

C. License fees. The fees for a dog license shall be as set by resolution of the Town Board. Guide dogs, 

hearing dogs, service dogs, war dogs, working search dogs, detection dogs, police work dogs and therapy 

dogs, all as defined in the Agriculture and Markets Law shall be exempt from license fees. 

D. Upon validation by the Lysander Town Clerk, the application shall become a license for the dog 

described therein. Once an application has been validated, no refund of license fees shall be made. 

E.  The Lysander Town Clerk shall provide a copy of the license to the owner and retain a record of the 

license in either paper or electronic format. 

F. A license shall be renewed after a period of one year beginning with the first day of the month following 

the date of issuance. Renewal shall be for a minimum of one year and shall not exceed three years, based on 

the validation term of the rabies vaccination. 

G.  No license shall be transferable. Upon the transfer of ownership of any dog, the new owner shall make 

application for a license for such dog within 10 days after the transfer. 

H.  No dog can be released from the SPCA without first obtaining a license from the Lysander Town Clerk 

or license from appropriate municipal clerk. 

I.   Purebred licenses. An application for a purebred license may annually be made by the owner of one or 

more purebred dogs registered by a recognized registry association, describing the location of the premises 

where the dogs will be harbored, and identifying by sex, breed, and registry name and number each dog 

over the age of four months to be harbored on the premises. Fees for purebred licenses shall be set by 

resolution of the Town Board. 

J.  Any dog harbored within the Town that is owned by a resident of New York City or licensed by the City 

of New York, or which is owned by a nonresident of New York State and licensed by a jurisdiction outside 

the State of New York, shall for a period of 30 days be exempt from the licensing and identification 

provisions of this chapter. 

§ 55-7 - Identification of dogs.  

A. Each dog licensed shall be assigned, at the time the dog is licensed for the first time, a permanent municipal 

identification number. Such identification number shall be carried by the dog on an identification tag that shall 

be affixed to a collar on the dog at all times. 

B. The identification number shall constitute the official identification of the dog to which it is assigned, 

regardless of changes of ownership, and the number shall not be reassigned to any other dog during the lifetime 

of the dog to which it is assigned. 

C.  At the time a dog is first licensed, one identification tag shall be furnished to the owner at no charge. Any 

replacement tag shall be obtained by the owner at his expense at a fee set by resolution of the Town Board. 

D.  No tag carrying an official identification number shall be affixed to the collar of any dog other than the one 

to which that number has been assigned. 

E. The identification tag shall be imprinted with the words "Town of Lysander" and "State of New York”, a 

unique identification number, and the telephone number of the Lysander Town Clerk's office. 

§ 55-8 Change of ownership, lost or stolen dogs.  

In accordance with the provisions of § 112 of the Agriculture and Markets Law: 

A.  In the event of a change in ownership of any dog that has been assigned an identification number or in the 

address of the owner of record of any such dog, the owner of record shall, within 10 days of such change, notify 

the Lysander Town Clerk. 

B.  If any dog that has been assigned a municipal identification number is lost or stolen, the owner of record 

shall, within 10 days of the discovery of such loss or theft, notify the Lysander Town Clerk. 

C. In the case of a dog's death, the owner of record shall so notify the Lysander Town Clerk, either prior to 

renewal of license or upon the time of such renewal. 

§ 55-9 Seizure and impoundment.  

In accordance with § 117 of the Agriculture and Markets Law: 

A.   The Dog Control Officer shall seize: 



Lysander Town Board regular meeting 

October 26, 2015 

(1) Any dog which is not licensed, whether on or off the owner's premises. 

(2) Any licensed dog which is not in the control of its owner or custodian or not on the premises of the dog's 

owner or custodian, if there is probable cause to believe the dog is dangerous. 

 

(3) Any dog which poses an immediate threat to the public safety. 

 

(4) Any dog in violation of any of the provisions of § 55-10 of this chapter which is off the owner's 

premises. 

 

B. The Dog Control Officer, when acting pursuant to his or her special duties, shall make and maintain a 

complete record of any seizure and subsequent disposition of any dog. Such record shall include, but not be 

limited to, a description of the dog, the date and hour of seizure, the municipal identification number of the such 

dog (if any), the location where seized, the reason for the seizure and the owner's name and address, if known. 

C. Promptly upon seizure of any identified dog, the owner shall be notified of such seizure and informed that 

the dog may be redeemed by the owner upon payment of the impoundment fee as set by resolution of the Town 

Board. If prompt notification to the owner cannot be made the dog will be transported to the CNY SPCA and 

may be redeemed by obtaining a release from the Town Clerk and Dog Control Officer after impoundment fees 

are collected and the dog is properly licensed in the Town of Lysander. Each dog seized in accordance with the 

provisions of this chapter shall be transported to the SPCA on Taft Road in accordance with the Town’s 

Contract with said SPCA. 

 

D.  Each dog which is not identified shall be transported without delay to the CNY SPCA for further disposition 

and kenneling by that agency.  

 

E. The seizure of any dog shall not relieve any person from any violation provided for by Section 55-10 of this 

chapter.  

§ 55-10 Violations  

It shall be a violation, punishable as provided in section 55-11 of this chapter for: 

a. Any owner who fails to license any dog. 

b. Any owner that fails to have any dog identified by this chapter 

c. Any owner or person to knowingly affix to any dog any false or improper identification or special 

identification tag for identifying a guide, service, or hearing dog. 

d. Any owner to permit or allow any dog to Run-At-Large 

e. To allow or permit any dog to engage in habitual and continuous loud howling, barking, crying, or 

whining, so as to unreasonably annoy other persons. 

§ 55-11 Penalties for offenses.  

A violation of this chapter shall be punishable upon conviction by a fine of not less than $25.00, nor any more 

than $250.00, for each subsequent conviction. 

 

§ 55-12 Additional powers of Dog Control Officer and peace officers.  

In addition to any other powers prescribed by statute or the laws of the Town of Lysander, the Dog Control 

officer and any peace officer authorized to act as such within the Town of Lysander may issue an appearance 

ticket pursuant to the New York Criminal Procedure Law or, in lieu thereof, a uniform appearance ticket or, in 

lieu thereof, a uniform appearance ticket and simplified information, for any violation of this chapter, or of 

Article 7 of the New York Agriculture and Markets Law. 

 

VOTE: 
Supervisor Salisbury  Aye         Councilor Shimer                Aye  Councilor Geraci Aye 

Councilor Reeves   Aye         Councilor Diamond  Aye 

 

All Ayes, motion carried and adopted. 

...................................................................................................................................................................................  

Tree Removal in Jacksonville Cemetery* 

*The Board decided to table a resolution to have dead trees(s) removed from Jacksonville Cemetery at a cost 

not to exceed $1200, $1500 or $2000.  until there is a written agreement established between the Town and the 

three private cemeteries, including Jacksonville Cemetery, that have requested in-kind and financial assistance 

from the Town.  The Board did state that there is money set aside in the 2016 budget to assist the private 

cemeteries. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS:    

Tree Removal in Jacksonville Cemetery 



Lysander Town Board regular meeting 

October 26, 2015 

Bob Braun, Quaker Lady Circle, questioned the three different amounts in the resolution for tree removal in 

Jacksonville Cemetery. 

 

Supervisor Salisbury explained that one tree could be removed for $1200 and he knew that there was possibly 

another tree that had to be removed explaining why there were two additional amounts.    

.................................................................................................................................................................................. 

2016 Town of Lysander Preliminary Budget 

 

Bob Braun, Quaker Lady Circle, expressed his concern that the 2016 preliminary budget was not on the 

website.   

 

Comptroller Rahrle said it will be ready and on the website tomorrow. 

 

Mr. Braun asked the Board to elaborate on certain items in the budget. 

 

Supervisor Salisbury said that they will be covered at the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Braun stated he would not be at the public hearing. 

 

Supervisor Salisbury explained that he did not have the budget with him and asked that Mr. Braun contact him 

on Wednesday to try to get together to answer his questions.  Supervisor Salisbury said that he will also address 

his questions at the public hearing. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OTHER BUSINESS:  

 

None 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

At 7:45 p.m. Supervisor Salisbury adjourned the meeting.  

      

     This is a true and complete recording 

     of the action taken at this meeting.   

      

                                                                       

                                                                        Lisa Dell 

                                                                        Lysander Town Clerk      

 

 


